For Immediate Release
Iowa All-Star Team returns to the Pittsburgh Wrestling Classic
on Sunday, March 25, 2018
Pittsburgh, PA – An Iowa All-Star Team is returning to Pittsburgh to compete in the 44th Annual
Pittsburgh Wrestling Classic on Sunday, March 25, 2018, at the University of Pittsburgh
Fitzgerald Field House.
The Wrestling Classic – known as “The Rose Bowl of Wrestling” – is the most prestigious
high school all-star wrestling meet in the United States because it attracts the best high school
seniors in the country, Pennsylvania and another guest state all-star team in the two dual meet
format. The preliminary meet pits the best wrestlers from Western Pennsylvania, or WPIAL,
against the Iowa All-Stars at 4:00 PM. The feature match showcases the best-of-the-best high
school wrestlers from across the United States challenging the reigning Pennsylvania state
champs at 6:00 PM.
The Iowa All-Star Team is returning to the Classic for the second time in 33 years. In 1985,
Classic XI the Iowa All-Star team won 7 of the 12 matches defeating the WPIAL 28-13. Chris
Geneser from West Des Moines was selected the outstanding wrestler of the Iowa team.
The Wrestling Classic fans have watched many great wrestlers hail from Iowa over the past 43
years, including Joe Gibbons (1981), Tim Krieger (1989), Jeff McGinnis (1993), Tolly
Tompson (1991), Eric Juergens (1996), and Trent Paulson (2002).
In Classic XIX, McGinnis entered The Classic with an unblemished record and 4 state titles. The
Jeff McGinnis versus Tom Tomeo match was one of the more memorable matches in Classic
history being decided by a Tomeo takedown in overtime. McGinnis went on to win a national
title for Iowa in 1998.
Three years later in Classic XXII, Juergens put his 4 state titles on the line against Jeremy
Hunter. The crowd showed their appreciation for the talent both young men displayed with
Hunter prevailing in a hard fought 8-3 victory. Juergens and Hunter both went on to win a
national title for their schools, Iowa and Penn State, respectfully.
Pete Bush, Davenport Assumption High School is organizing the Iowa All-Star Team. “The
Iowa wrestling community is very excited and honored to compete in this prestigious event
showcasing America’s best high school seniors. We have a very strong senior class with many
nationally ranked wrestlers. I’m confident our kids will be ready to challenge the best wrestlers
from the WPIAL” said Bush.

Bush will be working with Jason Christenson, Head Wrestling Coach at Southeast
Poke High School to assemble and prepare the All-Star Team.
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Each year, 3,000 enthusiastic spectators watch the country’s future NCAA, World and Olympic
champions compete head-to-head while thousands watch remotely via Flowrestling’s live
broadcast.
Proceeds from the Pittsburgh Wrestling Classic benefit a youth wrestling program at the Boys &
Girls Clubs of Western Pennsylvania through the Dapper Dan Youth Sports Leagues.
More information can found at www.wrestlingclassic.com.
Contact:
Kraig Nellis
412-738-6565 or kraignellis@aol.com
Significant sponsors include

A special thanks to all other sponsors who support the Pittsburgh Wrestling Classic.
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